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About the November 3rd election
Voters will decide two questions on the ballot for Yuma Union High School 
District. 1) Voters will decide whether to approve the sale of $79.5 million in 
bonds to repair, renovate, and maintain schools; improve school grounds; and 
build school buildings. 2) Voters will decide whether the District will be allowed 
to sell two properties in order to improve overall district efficiency.

About bonds

Why is the election 
being held?

How will your taxes be affected?

How will the money be spent?

What happens if the 
bond is not approved?

When is the election?

A bond is a loan the district receives 
from individuals or institutions who 
purchase the bonds.  All funds 
generated by this election can only 
be spent on the projects described 
in the bond.  Funds cannot be spent 
on operational expenditures such as 
salaries for teachers.

The state entirely eliminated building 
renewal funds, which were part of the 
Students FIRST law and were intended 
for major renovations and preventive 
maintenance.  The state also reduced 
the district’s budget for educational 
facilities needs by $22 million in the last 
five years.  The district is requesting 
bonds to repair and renovate facilities at 
our current campuses and to build the 
first phase of a high school in Somerton. 

The district established several priorities 
for long-term facilities planning, 
including to provide safe, flexible 
environments that optimize student 
learning; to provide schools to students 
in the communities and neighborhoods 
where they live; and to limit the size of 
the high schools.

The district conducted an audit of 
facilities in the fall of 2014 and identified 
many needed improvements related to 
safety, security, efficiency and aging 
facilities. It is important to the district’s 
financial health to maintain facilities and 
replace a building when its age makes it 
impossible to run efficiently.

For these reasons, the district 
is requesting bonds to meet the 
expectations of our community and 
maintain schools that optimize student 
learning.

The district has structured the bonds so 
that the secondary tax rate will have a 
net decrease from the current rate. For a 
home valued at $100,000 the secondary 
tax rate was $72 a year for 2015 and is 
$62 for 2016. If the voters approve the 
bond, the new rate for a home valued at 
$100,000 for 2017 will be $56 a year.

The district will have to use operations 
funds for essential and emergency 
facility expenses, which would result in 
personnel reductions, increased class 
sizes, possible reduction or elimination 
of extracurricular programs, and reduced 
supplies at school.   

Early ballots will be mailed in early 
October.  Election day is November 3, 
2015.  For more information about voting, 
call Yuma County Election Services at 
928.373.1014 or visit the Yuma County 
website at: 
www.yumacountyaz.gov

HVAC Projects  $2M

Technology Projects  $2.5M

Repairs/Renovations  $14.5M

Replacement Construction $35M

New Construction   $25.5M

Total:    $79.5M

District Profile
Founded in 1909
2,455 square miles
Five comprehensive high schools 
One alternative high school
One online high school

Instructional Days - 180
Grades 9 – 12
Elementary Partner Districts - 4 
Student Data:
10,517 students
Five Year Graduation Rate = 81%
Percent of Grads Enrolled in College in 1st year 
after high school = 70%
Annual Dropout Rate = 2.5%

Program of Study:
College Board Approved AP Courses - 20  
Total AP Sections/Classes of Students - 88
Total AVID Sections/Classes of Students -19
Total CTE Sections/Classes of Students - 198
Budget:
Maintenance and Operations Budget -  $56,825,890
Federal Grant Funds - $10,460,000
YUHSD is a member of:
Arizona Business and Education Coalition
Greater Yuma Economic Development Corporation 
Military Child Education Coalition
San Luis Chamber of Commerce
Somerton Chamber of Commerce
Yuma Chamber of Commerce
Yuma Union High School District is committed to 
every student graduating prepared for success in 
college and career through Ready Now Yuma, the 
district’s signature initiative in partnership with 
Helios Education Foundation.
YUHSD is systems accredited through AdvancED.

Yuma Union High School District Map



Bond Projects by School

Yuma High School

Kofa High School

Cibola High School

San Luis High School

Gila Ridge High School

Vista High School & District 
Offices

Vista is currently located at two 
separate locations, both of which 
are aging facilities that were not 
designed to be schools.  It is 
difficult and expensive to maintain 
the facilities, and not worth the 
investment of renovation.

With the exception of the main 
building at the district office, which 
was built in 1972, all the other 
offices are in temporary buildings.  
Combining Vista, district office 
and the technology facility at one 
location adjacent to Kofa will save 
the district in staffing, maintenance, 
security and overall efficiency.

Construction of a Somerton 
High School

Currently 1200 high school students 
live in Somerton. Students FIRST 
conceptually approved a high 
school to be built in Somerton 
and scheduled to open in 2011. 
However, Students FIRST has not 
been funded by Legislature for new 
building since 2009.

The population of Somerton is the 
same in 2015 that San Luis was in 
2002 when San Luis High School 
opened.  Students in Somerton will 
benefit from having a high school 
in their community with increased 
opportunities for academic and 
extra-curricular involvement.

• Technology network infrastructure 
improvements

• Intercom/fire alarm safety
• Access control system, doors, door hardware
• Install elevator at “Old Main”
• Replace bleachers and resurface track
• Remodel restrooms 
• Carpet/Flooring

• Technology network infrastructure 
improvements

• Intercom/fire alarm safety
• Access control system, doors, door hardware
• Consolidate 13 classroom buildings into one 

new classroom building
• Replace “Tin Gym” with new auxiliary gym
• Remodel cafeteria, C2 classroom building and 

welding building
• Replace bleachers and resurface track

• Technology network infrastructure 
improvements

• Intercom/fire alarm safety
• Access control system, doors, door hardware
• Replacement of temporary classrooms with 

new classroom building
• Remodel 500’s classroom building
• Restoration of auditorium
• Remodel restrooms

• Technology network infrastructure 
improvements

• Intercom/fire alarm safety
• Access control system
• New all-weather track
• Remodel restrooms
• Classroom building structural improvements
• Paint exterior

• Technology network infrastructure 
improvements

• Intercom/fire alarm safety
• Access control system
• Auditorium safety improvements
• Traffic safety improvements
• Exterior weatherproofing
• Athletic Field improvements


