
Critical Reading 

Strategy 7: Writing in the Margins  

7.1 Writing in the Margins: Six Strategies at a Glance 



Thanks for your time and  

co-operation! 

AVID: 30 Years of Success 

Over 30 years, AVID has become one of the 

most successful college-preparatory programs 

ever for low-income, underserved students, 

and today reaches approximately 400,000 

students in nearly 4,500 schools in 45 states 

and 16 other countries. 



Objective 

Using AVID methodology, teachers 

will be able to implement six Writing 

in the Margins strategies in their 

content area to create highly 

proficient readers.  



Comprehension of a text improves 

when readers: 

7.2 : Visualize Ideas 

7.3 : Summarize ideas 

 

7.4 : Clarify Information 

7.5 : Make Connection 

 

7.6: Respond to Ideas 

7.7: Ask Questions 



Suggestions/Comments 

 Each strategy outlined could be used as a first- 
read strategy, or the focus of a purposeful 
rereading. 

 Avoid teaching all six strategies at once. Select one 
or two strategies and practice with students until 
they become comfortable before going on with the 
next strategy. It is okay to have students decide 
which strategy(s) work for them once all six 
strategies are covered. 

 Set a goal for yourself to try one strategy per week.  

 Since students cannot write in the book, have them 
bring Post-Its or you can make copies of what you 
want them to read. 

 

 



Student Success 

 Teachers should guide and support students until 

they have learned how to use it independently with 

various type of text.  

 Start off easy by giving them a short text to 

annotate, then once they become proficient then 

move on to longer pieces. 

 Practice often because it will take time for them to 

learn the strategies.  

 Active engagement with the text will increase 

student comprehension of textual material while 

providing ways for students to make their own 

meaning. 



7.2: Visualizing Ideas 
 Why do we want our students to obtain the skill of 

visualizing ideas while they are reading? 

 Drawing helps to clarify complex concepts, 

language and ideas. 

 What processes are required for a student to draw 

in the margins? 

 A student needs to be able to analysis and evaluate 

the reading content. 

 Is visualizing ideas a good skill for the reader? 

 Absolutely! 



Let’s Practice 

 Open your reading packets to page 81- 82 (Quick 

Reference 7.2 

 Make sure everyone has a handout and a pen or pencil. 

 When I say begin, you will all work with your elbow 

partners or another person close to you. Some of you 

may need to move chairs around. 

 Make sure you are facing you partner so that you are 

not distracted by other groups around you. 

 Working with your partner, you will read aloud the 11 

paragraphs twice. The first read is to get an overall 

understanding of the text. The second read is to 

discuss and draw your own images based off the text. 

 



Questions to Start the 

Visualizing Ideas Process 

 Use the following questions as a guide. 

 

 What does the author want me to understand? 

 What is the author saying? 

 What does the author want me to see? 

 How can I draw this concept or idea? 

 What visual and or symbol best represents the 

idea? 



7.3: Summarizing Ideas 

 Why is the skill of summarizing important? 

 Not only does it condense lengthy passages, it also 

shows that the reader can identify the essential 

information. 

 As with Visualizing Ideas, Summarizing Ideas 

requires the ability to analyze and evaluate. 

 Is summarizing ideas a good skill for the reader? 

 Absolutely! 

 



What Occurs in the Summary 

Process 
 Summaries state what the paragraph is about. 

 

 Summaries describe what the author is doing. 
 

 Summaries account for key terms and/or ideas. 

 Stating, describing and accounting are all level 1  

 Consider ask the student an inference question to 

add to their summary.  

 That will require them to read between the lines and take 

them to level 2. 

 



Let’s Practice 
 Open your reading packets to page 83- 84 (Quick 

Reference 7.2 

 Since your groups have already read the text at 

least twice, and the summaries are already done in 

the sample, let’s reverse the process. 

 Take a look at the summaries provided. 

 Assign a person in your group to read the 

summaries one at a time. 

 Refer back to the original text and see if you can 

identify which paragraph or paragraphs were being 

summarized. 



Higher Learning 
 

 On the back of your handouts, number 1-11 to 

account for each of the paragraphs. 

 Use the original text and the four summaries to 

create a level 2 that will require the reader to reflect 

and respond using inferences.  

 When you have completed this task, develop level 3 

questions for the purpose of class discussion. 

Read the text again if necessary. 

 



Making a Difference with AVID 

Helping Schools and Students Soar! 

 

 

“Without Preparation, Opportunity is an Empty 

Promise.” 

 



7.4: Clarifying Ideas—7 Steps 
(p.85) 

 Reread sections of the text 

 Define key terms in the text before reading. Have 

students use Cornell Notes to define term. 

 Make connections among ideas in the text 

 Analyze the decisions the author is making 

 Ask Clarifying questions such as “What does this 

mean?” or “ Why is this important?” 

 Analyze and evaluate ideas in the text . 

 Paraphrase or summarize ideas in the text. 



Process 
 Number your paragraphs on page 85 and then read 

text 

 With elbow partner, evaluate which steps are being 

demonstrated in the examples on the left margins.  

For Example:  

The 1st statement is—He wants me to think about the 

products I buy. Out of the seven steps given which 

one does this demonstrate? Why do you think that? 

 

 



Let’s Practice 
 Look at paragraph four and paraphrase or 

summarize the main idea in one sentence. Also, 

make a clarifying question about the paragraph. 

You can work with an elbow partner. 

 

 Remember when you have your students do this, 

tell them as they read they need to write down 

questions they have about the topic. If they are 

using their textbook, tell them to use Post-Its.  



Making Connections 

 When students make 

connections to their 

reading they will increase 

their comprehension and 

gain insight into ideas 

discussed in the text, 

classroom, and beyond. 



Seven Steps to Making 

Connections 
 What do I know about subject? 

 What is my experience with topic/idea? 

 What do I believe? 

 Where have I heard or read this idea before? 

 How does this idea relate to other ideas in the text? 

 How does this relate to the world? 

 

 



Let’s Practice! 
 Look at the first 

student sample 

annotation on the left 

margin of page 87. 

 Which step does it 

correlate with?  

 Is it one, two,  three, 

four, five or six?  

 Why? 



Practice it! 
 Let’s look at step six 

(How does this relate 

to the world).  

 Reread paragraph five 

and please come up 

with a question.   



Respond to Ideas 

 Strong readers can respond to ideas in the text as 

they read.  By writing thoughtful responses in the 

margins, students will increase engagement and 

comprehension of the ideas in the text. 

 Students should write responses to: 

1. Interesting ideas; 

2. Familiar experiences; 

3. Emotional arguments; 

4. Provocative statements; 

5. Author’s claims; and 

6. Facts, data, and other support. 



Show Our Responses By:  

For each paragraph do one of the following: 

 

 Making/posing a question that comes to mind 

 

 Writing a comment/personal conclusion 

 

 Writing a 1 sentence summary for that paragraph 

 

 Remember you can alternate it. 



Example Text 

 Clean hair or clean air? 

By Glenn Hurowitz 

 

While showering a few weeks ago, I realized I had run out of 

conditioner. So I reached up and grabbed my wife's bottle -- 

Clairol Herbal Essences Rainforest Flowers, "with essences of 

nourishing palm.“ 

 

The label caught me slightly by surprise. As an environmental 

journalist, I've been writing about the ecologically destructive 

effect of palm oil for some time now. 



Whether it's used as an additive in soap, cosmetics or 

food, or processed into a bio-fuel, palm oil is one of the 

worst culprits in the climate crisis. Most of it comes from 

the disappearing, ultra-carbon-rich rain forests of 

Indonesia and Malaysia, of which a whopping 25,000 

square miles have been cleared and burned to make way 

for palm oil plantations. 

 

That burning releases enough carbon dioxide into the air 

to rank Indonesia as the No. 3 such polluter in the world. 

It also destroys the last remaining habitat for 

orangutans, Sumatran rhinos, tigers and other 

endangered wildlife. So what was this deadly oil doing in 

our otherwise ecologically friendly apartment? 

 



 

I started to inspect other items on our shelves. 

Despite our efforts to keep our family green, we'd 

admitted into our home several products containing 

palm oil: Burt's Bees soap, chocolate truffles from 

Trader Joe's, Kashi breakfast bars, Whole Foods 

water crackers and many others. 

 

 

 



Response: Text: 

Possible Responses: 

 
 

Interesting way to begin an 

article. 

 

 

 

I’m surprised that palm oil is a 

major cause of  climate change. 

 

 

 

I am sad that we are destroying 

so many animal s’ habitat. 

 

Wow: I did not know so many 

products contain palm oil. 

Clean hair or clean air? 

By Glenn Hurowitz 

While showering a few weeks ago, I realized I had run out of conditioner. So I 

reached up and grabbed my wife's bottle -- Clairol Herbal Essences Rainforest 

Flowers, "with essences of nourishing palm." 

The label caught me slightly by surprise. As an environmental journalist, I've been 

writing about the ecologically destructive effect of palm oil for some time now. 

Whether it's used as an additive in soap, cosmetics or food, or processed into a 

biofuel, palm oil is one of the worst culprits in the climate crisis. Most of it comes 

from the disappearing, ultra-carbon-rich rain forests of Indonesia and Malaysia, of 

which a whopping 25,000 square miles have been cleared and burned to make way 

for palm oil plantations. 

That burning releases enough carbon dioxide into the air to rank Indonesia as the No. 

3 such polluter in the world. It also destroys the last remaining habitat for orangutans, 

Sumatran rhinos, tigers and other endangered wildlife. So what was this deadly oil 

doing in our otherwise ecologically friendly apartment? 

I started to inspect other items on our shelves. Despite our efforts to keep our family 

green, we'd admitted into our home several products containing palm oil: Burt's Bees 

soap, chocolate truffles from Trader Joe's, Kashi breakfast bars, Whole Foods water 

crackers and many others. 



Ask Questions 
 Students can learn to question both the ideas in the text and 

their own understanding of the text.  By writing good 

questions that they have about the text in the margins, 

students will become more critical readers. 

 Students should ask the following questions while reading: 

1. What is the author saying here? 

2. What is the author doing? 

3. What do I understand so far? 

4. What is important about this paragraph/section? 

5. What is the purpose of this section? 

6. Do I agree/disagree with what the author is saying? 



Questions: Text: 

Possible Questions: 

 
 

Why does the author choose to 

begin in the shower? 

 

 

 

Why do palm oil plantations 

need to be established in former 

rain forest land? 

 

Why do palm oil producers burn 

the forests?  Why don’t they cut 

them down and use the wood for 

lumber or other products? 

Why does the author keep 

talking about products in his 

home? 

What is he trying to do  here? 

Clean hair or clean air? 

By Glenn Hurowitz 

While showering a few weeks ago, I realized I had run out of conditioner. So I 

reached up and grabbed my wife's bottle -- Clairol Herbal Essences Rainforest 

Flowers, "with essences of nourishing palm." 

The label caught me slightly by surprise. As an environmental journalist, I've been 

writing about the ecologically destructive effect of palm oil for some time now. 

Whether it's used as an additive in soap, cosmetics or food, or processed into a 

biofuel, palm oil is one of the worst culprits in the climate crisis. Most of it comes 

from the disappearing, ultra-carbon-rich rain forests of Indonesia and Malaysia, of 

which a whopping 25,000 square miles have been cleared and burned to make way 

for palm oil plantations. 

That burning releases enough carbon dioxide into the air to rank Indonesia as the No. 

3 such polluter in the world. It also destroys the last remaining habitat for orangutans, 

Sumatran rhinos, tigers and other endangered wildlife. So what was this deadly oil 

doing in our otherwise ecologically friendly apartment? 

I started to inspect other items on our shelves. Despite our efforts to keep our family 

green, we'd admitted into our home several products containing palm oil: Burt's Bees 

soap, chocolate truffles from Trader Joe's, Kashi breakfast bars, Whole Foods water 

crackers and many others. 



Student Success 

 Teachers should guide and support students until they 

have learned how to use the AVID methodology  

independently with various type of text.  

 Start off easy by giving them a short text to annotate, 

then once they become proficient then move on to longer 

pieces. 

 Practice often because it will take time for them to learn 

the strategies.  

 Active engagement with the text will increase student 

comprehension of textual material while providing ways 

for students to make their own meaning. 



Wrap Up 

 AVID would love to hear back from you once you 

have implemented any Writing in the Margin 

Strategies:  

7.2 : Visualize Ideas 

7.3 : Summarize ideas 

 

7.4 : Clarify Information 

7.5 : Make Connection 

 

7.6: Respond to Ideas 

7.7: Ask Questions 

 


