
Collaborative Vocabulary Activity 

Overview  

Objectives:  

Working collaboratively, students will be able to sort vocabulary words into three main 

categories to show its relationship.  

 Using inquiry, students will be able to determine the steps to vocabulary building to 

increase reading comprehension.  

Directions: Work with a partner and complete the following activities. 

Step 1: Use the bubble cluster to organize your words into categories to show 

relationships or connections. Sort out the words into three main categories. Below your 

bubble clusters, write an explanation of why you put the words into a particular category. 

What process did you go through in trying to categorize the words?  

Step 2: Make a list of words you think you know under the K of the KWL chart. Then put 

the words that you do not know under the W (want to know).  

Step 3: For the words you think you know, write a synonym next to the word.  

Step 4: Use a nonlinguistic representation for the words you think you know the meaning 

of. 

Step 5: For the words that you do not know, explain what steps you took in trying to 

figure the meaning of each word. For example did you look at the prefix, roots, and suffix? 

Did you try to connect the words to prior knowledge? Determine why it was difficult for 

you to figure out the definition. 

Step 6: Go back to your KWL chart and under the L, reflect on what you have learned 

from doing this vocabulary building activity.  

Step 7:  Use the vocabulary list to compare your definition with the actual definition.  

Write a brief reflection of how close or how far off your guess is. Complete this activity on 

the backside of the step 1 handout. You will need the vocabulary list that contains the 

actual definition so ask me for it.  

Step 8: Use the vocabulary handout to write a sentence for each word to show your 

understanding. Complete this activity on the backside of the step 1 handout.  

 


